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UBI Banca commissioned ISS-oekom to assist with the issuance of its inaugural Green Bond by 
assessing the sustainable added value of its  assets. The assessment of the assets was conducted using 
the criteria and indicators of the Green Bond KPIs developed by ISS-oekom.  

ISS-oekom’s mandate included the following services: 

 Definition of Green Bond KPIs (“ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs”) containing a clear description of           
eligible asset categories and the social and environmental criteria assigned to each category for       
evaluating the sustainability-related performance of the assets (re-) financed through the proceeds 
of the bond. 

 Analysis of the alignment of the Green Bond to be issued against ICMA’s Green Bond Principles.  
 Evaluation of compliance of the Green Bond with the ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs. 
 Review and classification of UBI Banca’s sustainability performance on the basis of the ISS-oekom            

Corporate Rating 
 

 
ISS-oekom’s overall evaluation of the Green Bond by UBI Banca is positive: 

 UBI Banca has defined a formal concept for its Green Bond regarding use of proceeds, processes 
for project evaluation and selection, management of proceeds and reporting. This concept is in line 
with the Green Bond Principles (Part I of this Second Party Opinion).  

 The overall sustainability quality in terms of sustainability benefits and risk avoidance and 
minimisation is good. (Part II of this Second Party Opinion).  

 The issuer itself shows an good sustainability performance (Part III of this Second Party Opinion).  
 
Certain aspects could still add to the overall quality of the asset pool: more specific selection or 
performance criteria would be recommended for the environmental aspects in all four wind, PV, hydro, 
and biomass project categories. 
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1) Use of Proceeds 

The proceeds of this Green Bond will be used exclusively to finance or refinance Green Eligible Projects 
falling in the renewable energy category. 
 
Here are decribed the allocation percentages for the issuance as of December 2018: 

 

Asset Category Installed capacity (MW) Share of Portfolio 

1. Renewable energy 100% 100% 

1.1 Wind Power 56% 23% 

1.2 Solar Power 38% 63% 

1.3 Hydro Power 2% 6% 

1.4 Bioenergy/Biomass 4% 8% 

Total 100% 100% 

 

 

2) Process for Project Evaluation and Selection 

An internal “Sustainable Finance” working group will review the evaluation and the selection of the 
projects. This working group will be composed of representatives from the Business Departments with 
full knowledge of the technical and sustainability characteristics of the Green Eligible Projects, from the 
Corporate Social Responsibility department, from the Treasury department, and from the Investor 
Relation department. 
 
The working group will be in charge of the following: 
 

1. To review and validate the selection of Eligible Projects. 

• Business teams will propose loans as Use of Proceeds of each Bond. 

• The Sustainable Finance working group will review and approve, as appropriate, the proposed 
portfolio of loans based on the defined Eligible Categories listed by the Use of Proceeds. Loans 
determined as eligible will be recorded in a separate document, the Green, Social and 
Sustainability Register. 

 
 
 

Part I – Green Bond Principles 
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2. To monitor the Eligible Projects portfolio, during the life of the transaction. Specifically, during 
the life of each Bond, the working group can decide to replace some Eligible Projects, in 
accordance, inter alia, with the following Substitution Conditions: 

• If an Eligible Project no longer meets the eligibility criteria, 

• When Eligible Projects mature or are redeemed before each Bond’s maturity. 
 

3. To manage any future updates of the Framework 

• The sustainable finance working group will appoint a second opinion provider following each 
update of the section 3 of this Framework 

• Updates of the framework will only apply to Green Bonds that 
take place after the issuance of such new Second Opinion. 

The proceeds derived from the issuance of UBI Banca’s Green Bond will be allocated to the financing or 
re-financing, in whole or in part, of new or existing loans which are not dedicated to any other type of 
specific funding and which fall under the definition of Green Eligible Projects. 
 
Only Green Eligible Projects can be allocated to UBI Banca’s Green Bonds, only Social Eligible Projects 
can be allocated to UBI Banca’s Social Bonds. 
 

3) Management of Proceeds 

Pending the full allocation to Eligible Projects, UBI Banca commits to earmark and hold the balance 
of unallocated proceeds in the form of cash or cash equivalent investment instruments or other 
liquid marketable instruments in line with UBI Banca’s treasury management. 
UBI Banca will track the use of proceeds of its Bonds issued under this Framework during the lifetime 
of each Bond. For this purpose, UBI Banca will establish a Green, Social and Sustainability Register 
for the Bonds issued. The register will contain for each Bond issued: 

• Category of the portfolio of Eligible Project allocated 

• Description of the loans 

• Outstanding amount at allocation date 

• Loan maturity. 

 

4) Reporting 

UBI Banca commits to publish annually an allocation report and an impact report, as detailed below. 
The allocation report and the impact report will be provided until the proceeds have been fully 
allocated. If, after completion of the allocation period, some Eligible Projects are replaced, in 
accordance with the substitution conditions detailed in the section 3.2. “Process for Project 
Evaluation and Selection”, UBI Banca will publish an updated allocation report and an updated 
impact report. 
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Allocation Reporting 
 
UBI Banca will provide to investors an annual reporting on the allocation of the proceeds. The 
reporting will provide the following information: 

• The total amount of proceeds allocated per Eligible Projects category 

• Share of financing and refinancing (in %) 

• The amount of unallocated proceeds 

 
Impact Reporting 
 
UBI Banca will report on the environmental and social impact of the Bonds issued under this 
Framework through aggregated output and impact metrics. 
Environmental reporting indicators will include output metrics per Green Eligible Projects category, 
on an aggregated portfolio basis, such as: 

• Expected annual renewable energy generation in MWh 

• Expected Amount of energy saved (MWh) 
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1) ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs 
The ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs serve as a structure for evaluating the sustainability quality – i.e. the 
social and environmental added value – of the use of proceeds of UBI Banca’s Green Bond. It comprises 
firstly the definition of the use of proceeds category offering added social and/or environmental value 
and secondly the specific sustainability criteria by means of which this added value and therefore the 
sustainability performance of the Green Bond can be clearly identified and described.  

The sustainability criteria are complemented by specific indicators, which enable quantitative 
measurement of the sustainability performance of the Green Bond and which can also be used for 
reporting. Details on the individual criteria and indicators for the categories can be found in Annex 1 „ISS-
oekom Green Bond KPIs“. 

2) Evaluation of the Assets Financed by the Green Bond  
Method 
ISS-oekom has evaluated whether the assets included in the Green Bond match the categories and 
criteria listed in the ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs. The evaluation was carried out using information and 
documents provided to ISS-oekom on a confidential basis by UBI Banca (e.g. information on credit 
guidelines).  

Due to the size of the asset pool, ISS-oekom proceeded with sampling per project category, given the 
homogeneity in location of the projects. National legislation and standards were drawn on to complement 
the information provided by UBI Banca. 

  

Part II – Sustainability Quality of the Green Bond Portfolio 
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Findings 

A. Renewable energy 

A.1. Wind Power  
 
• 1. Site selection 

 11 projects, accounting for 95% of the asset pool, are not located in key biodiversity areas 
(Ramsar sites, IUCN protected areas I-IV). 1 wind farm, accounting for the remaining 5% of the 
asset pool, is located in a IUCN protected area IV. 

 10 projects out of 12, accounting for 76% of the asset pool, underwent a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment. The other two projects accounting for 24% of the asset pool, were 
exempted and only carried out an ordinary environmental screening at the planning stage. 

• 2. Community dialogue 

 All the projects have measures to ensure community dialogue (e.g. community advisory panels 
and dialogue platforms). 

• 3. Environmental aspects of construction and operation 

 10 projects out of 12, accounting for 76% of the asset pool, are required to have minimum 
environmental mitigation measures during the construction and operation.  

 One project, accounting for 7% of the asset pool, has specific measures ensuring high 
environmental standards during the construction phase (e.g. noise mitigation, minimisation of 
environmental impact during construction work). No information on specific measures during 
construction is available for the other projects. 

 One project, accounting for 7% of the asset pool, has specific measures to protect habitat and 
wildlife during operation of the power plant (e.g avifauna monitoring). No information on specific 
measures during operation is available for the other projects. 

• 4. Working conditions during construction and maintenance work 

 All the projects provide for high labour and health and safety standards for construction and 
maintenance work (e.g. ILO core conventions).  

Controversy Assessment 
A controversy assessment on the assets did not reveal any controversial activities or practices 
that could be attributed to UBI Banca. 
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A.2.  Solar Power (PV) 

 

• 1. Site selection (not applicable for PV roof systems): 

 All the projects in the asset pool, are not located in key biodiversity areas (Ramsar sites, IUCN 
protected areas I-IV). 

• 2. Supply chain standards 

 Over 50% of solar modules manufacturers in the asset pool, do not provide for high labour and 
health and safety standards (e.g. ILO core conventions).  

• 3. Environmental aspects of PV plants 

 One project, accounting for 3% of the asset pool, has modules with conversion efficiencies under 
15%. No information is available on solar modules with a conversion efficiency of at least 15% 
for the remaining projects. 

 More than 50% of solar module manufacturers in the asset pool provide for high environmental 
standards regarding take back & recycling. 

 No information is available on high standards regarding the reduction or elimination of toxic 
substances in solar modules (e.g. in line with RoHS requirements or other relevant standards). 

• 4. Working conditions during construction and maintenance work 

 All assets provide for high labour and health and safety standards for construction and 
maintenance work (e.g. ILO core conventions). 

Controversy Assessment 
A controversy assessment on the assets did not reveal any controversial activities or practices 
that could be attributed to UBI Banca. 
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A.3.  Hydro Power 
 

• 1. Site selection  

 All the projects in the asset pool are not located in key biodiversity areas (Ramsar sites, IUCN 
protected areas I-IV).  

 All the projects were required to undergo an environmental screening at the planning stage 
according to legislation. 

 Less than 50% of the projects underwent a full Environmental Impact Assessment, as they were 
excluded from such procedure after the planning stage environmental screening.   

• 2. Community dialogue 

 All the projects in the asset pool feature community dialogue as an integral part of the planning 
process (e.g. sound information of communities, community advisory panels and committees, 
surveys and dialogue platforms, grievance mechanisms and compensation schemes). 

• 3. Environmental aspects of construction and operation 

 1 project out of 3, accounting for 11% of the asset pool, has specific measures meeting high 
environmental standards during the construction phase (e.g. noise mitigation, minimisation of 
environmental impact during construction work). Another one, accounting for 16% of the asset 
pool, is required to have minimum environmental mitigation measures during construction, while 
no information on specific measures is available for the third project. 

 1 project out of 3, accounting for 11% of the asset pool, provides for specific measures to protect 
habitat and wildlife during operation of the power plant (e.g. provision of fish passes, fish-friendly 
turbines, management of erosion risks). Another one, accounting for 16% of the asset pool, is 
required to have minimum environmental mitigation measures during operation, while no 
information on specific measures is available for the third project. 

• 4. Working conditions during construction and maintenance work 

 All the projects in the asset pool provide for high labour and health and safety standards for 
construction and maintenance work (e.g. ILO core conventions). 
 

Controversy Assessment 
A controversy assessment on the assets did not reveal any controversial activities or practices 
that could be attributed to UBI Banca. 
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B. Bioenergy/Biomass  

 

• 1. Consideration of environmental aspects during planning and construction 

 All the projects were required to undergo an environmental screening at the planning stage 
according to legislation. 

 Less than 50% of the projects underwent a full Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 All the projects are not located in key biodiversity areas (e.g. exclusion of Ramsar sites, 

UNESCO Natural Word Heritage, IUCN protected areas I-IV). 
 All projects are required to have minimum environmental mitigation measures during the 

construction phase, according to legislation. 
 No specific information is available on projects that meet high environmental standards and 

requirements during the construction phase (e.g. noise mitigation, minimisation of environmental 
impact during construction work). 

• 2. Environmental aspects of waste to energy plants  

 All projects are required to have minimum environmental mitigation measures ensuring the safe 
operation of plants, according to legislation. 

 However, no specific information is available on projects that provide for high standards 
regarding environmentally safe operation of plants (e.g. air emissions, disposal of residues).  

 No information is available on projects that apply cogeneration technology.  

• 3. Safety aspects of waste to energy plants  

 All projects are required to follow high safety standards (e.g. regarding fire, explosions), 
according to legislation.  

• 4. Community dialogue 

 All the projects in the asset pool feature community dialogue as an integral part of the planning 
process (e.g. sound information of communities, community advisory panels and committees, 
surveys and dialogue platforms, grievance mechanisms and compensation schemes). 

• 5. Working conditions during construction and operation 

 All the projects in the asset pool provide for high labour and health and safety standards for 
construction and operation work (e.g. ILO core conventions). 

  

Controversy Assessment 
A controversy assessment on the assets did not reveal any controversial activities or practices 
that could be attributed to UBI Banca. 

 
 



 

page 10 

 
 

 

In the ISS-oekom Corporate Rating with a rating scale from A+ (excellent) to D- 
(poor), UBI Banca was awarded a score of C and classified as “Prime”. This 
means that the company performed well in terms of sustainability, both 
compared against others in the industry and in terms of the industry-specific 
requirements defined by ISS-oekom. In ISS-oekom’s view, the securities issued 
by the company thus all meet the basic requirements for sustainable 
investments. 

As of 26.03.2019, this rating puts UBI Banca in place 24 out of 257 companies rated by ISS-oekom in 
the Financials/Commercial Banks & Capital Markets sector. 

In this sector, ISS-oekom has identified the following issues as the key challenges facing companies in 
term of sustainability management: 

 Sustainability impacts of lending and other financial services/products Ο 

 Customer and product responsibility Ο 

 Sustainable investment criteria Ο 

 Labour standards and working conditions 

 Business ethics Ο 

In all five of these key issues, UBI Banca achieved a rating that was above the average for the sector. A 
very significant outperformance was achieved in “Labour standards and working conditions.” 

The company has a minor controversy level, greatly outperforming the industry standards. 

Details on UBI Banca’s rating  can be found in Annex 2 “Issuer rating results”. 

 
ISS-oekom 

Munich, 26 March 2019 

  

Part III – Assessment of UBI Banca’s Sustainability Performance 
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Disclaimer 

1. ISS-oekom uses a scientifically based rating concept to analyse and evaluate the environmental and social performance of 
companies and countries. In doing so, we adhere to the highest quality standards which are customary in responsibility resear ch 
worldwide. In addition we create a Second Party Opinion (SPO) on bonds based on data from the issuer. 

2. We would, however, point out that we do not warrant that the information presented in this SPO is complete, accurate or up  
to date. Any liability on the part of ISS-oekom in connection with the use of these SPO, the information provided in them and 
the use thereof shall be excluded. In particular, we point out that the verification of the compliance with the selection cri teria is 
based solely on random samples and documents submitted by the issuer. 

3. All statements of opinion and value judgements given by us do not in any way constitute purchase or investment 
recommendations. In particular, the SPO is no assessment of the economic profitability and credit worthiness of a bond, but 
refers exclusively to the social and environmental criteria mentioned above. 

4. We would point out that this SPO, in particular the images, text and graphics contained therein, and the layout and compan y 
logo of ISS-oekom are protected under copyright and trademark law. Any use thereof shall require the express prior written 
consent of ISS-oekom. Use shall be deemed to refer in particular to the copying or duplication of the SPO wholly or in part, the 
distribution of the SPO, either free of charge or against payment, or the exploitation of this SPO in any other conceivable 
manner. 

 

About ISS-oekom 

ISS-oekom is one of the world’s leading rating agencies in the field of sustainable investment. The agency analyses companies 
and countries with regard to their environmental and social performance. ISS-oekom has extensive experience as a partner to 
institutional investors and financial service providers, identifying issuers of securities and bonds which are distinguished by their 
responsible management of social and environmental issues. More than 100 asset managers and asset owners routinely draw 
on the rating agency’s research in their investment decision-making. ISS-oekom’s analyses therefore currently influence the 
management of assets valued at over 600 billion euros.  

As part of our Green Bond Services, we provide support for companies and institutions issuing sustainable bonds, advise them 
on the selection of categories of projects to be financed and help them to define ambitious criteria. We verify the complianc e 
with the criteria in the selection of projects and draw up an independent second party opinion so that investors are as well 
informed as possible about the quality of the loan from a sustainability point of view.  

Contact: ISS-oekom, Goethestraße 28, 80336 Munich, Germany, tel: +49 / (0) 89 / 54 41 84-90, e-mail: info@oekom-
research.com 
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Annexes 
 
 Annex 1: ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs 
 Annex 2: ISS-oekom Corporate Rating  of UBI Banca  
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The ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs serve as a structure for evaluating the sustainability quality – i.e. the 
social and environmental added value – of the use of proceeds of UBI banca’s Green Bond. It comprises 
firstly the definition of the use of proceeds category offering added social and/or environmental value 
and secondly the specific sustainability criteria by means of which this added value and therefore the 
sustainability performance of the Green Bond can be clearly identified and described.  

The sustainability criteria are complemented by specific indicators, which enable quantitative 
measurement of the sustainability performance of the Green Bond and which can be used for 
comprehensive reporting.  

 

 
A. Wind Power  
B. Solar Power (PV) 
C. Hydro Power 
D. Bioenergy/Biomass 

 

 
A. Wind power  
1. Site selection  

 Percentage of assets that are not located in key biodiversity areas (Ramsar sites, IUCN protected 
areas I-IV).  

 Percentage of assets that underwent environmental impact assessments at the planning stage. 

2. Community dialogue 

 Percentage of assets that feature community dialogue as an integral part of the planning process 
(e.g. sound information of communities, community advisory panels and committees, surveys and 
dialogue platforms, grievance mechanisms and compensation schemes). 

3. Environmental aspects of construction and operation 

 Percentage of assets that meet high environmental standards during the construction phase (e.g. 
noise mitigation, minimisation of environmental impact during construction work). 

 Percentage of assets that provide for measures to protect habitat and wildlife during operation of the 
power plant (e.g. measures to protect birds and bats).  

ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs 

Use of Proceeds 

Sustainability Criteria and Quantitative Indicators for Use of Proceeds 

Annex 1: ISS-oekom Green Bond KPIs 
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4. Working conditions during construction and maintenance work 

 Percentage of assets that provide for high labour and health and safety standards for construction 
and maintenance work (e.g. ILO core conventions). 

Controversy Assessment 
Assessment of controversial assets (e.g. due to labour rights violations, adverse biodiversity impacts). 

 
 

B. Solar Power (PV) 
1. Site Selection (not applicable for PV roof systems):  

 Percentage of assets that are not located in key biodiversity areas (Ramsar sites, IUCN protected 
areas I-IV).  

2. Supply chain standards 

 Percentageof assets that provide for high labour and health and safety standards in the supply chain 
of solar modules (e.g. ILO core conventions).  

3. Environmental aspects of solar power plants 

 Percentage of assets that feature a conversion efficiency of at least 15%. 

 Percentage of assets that provide for high environmental standards regarding take-back and 
recycling of solar modules at end-of-life stage (e.g. in line with WEEE requirements).  

 Percentage of assets that provide for high standards regarding the reduction or elimination of toxic 
substances within solar panels (e.g. in line with RoHS requirements or other relevant standards). 

4. Working conditions during construction and maintenance work 

 Percentage of assets that provide for high labour and health and safety standards for construction 
and maintenance work (e.g. ILO core conventions). 

Controversy Assessment 
Assessment of controversial assets (e.g. due to labour rights violations, adverse biodiversity impacts). 
 
 
 
 
C. Hydro Power 
 
1. Site selection  

 Percentage of assets that are not located in key biodiversity areas (Ramsar sites, IUCN protected 
areas I-IV).  

 Percentage of assets that underwent environmental impact assessments at the planning stage. 

2. Community dialogue 
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 Percentage of assets that feature community dialogue as an integral part of the planning process 
(e.g. sound information of communities, community advisory panels and committees, surveys and 
dialogue platforms, grievance mechanisms and compensation schemes). 

3. Environmental aspects of construction and operation 

 Percentage of assets that meet high environmental standards during the construction phase (e.g. 
noise mitigation, minimisation of environmental impact during construction work). 

 Percentage of assets that provide for measures to protect habitat and wildlife during operation of the 
power plant (e.g. provision of fish passes, fish-friendly turbines, management of erosion risks).  

4. Working conditions during construction and maintenance work 

 Percentage of assets that provide for high labour and health and safety standards for construction 
and maintenance work (e.g. ILO core conventions). 

Controversy Assessment 

Assessment of controversial assets (e.g. due to labour rights violations, adverse biodiversity impacts).  

 
 
 
D. Bioenergy/Biomass 
 
1. Consideration of environmental aspects during planning and construction 

 Percentage of assets that underwent environmental impact assessments at the planning stage.  

 Percentage of assets that are not located in key biodiversity areas (e.g. exclusion of Ramsar sites, 
UNESCO Natural Word Heritage, IUCN protected areas I-IV). 

 Percentage of assets that meet high environmental standards and requirements during the 
construction phase (e.g. noise mitigation, minimisation of environmental impact during construction 
work). 

2. Environmental aspects of waste to energy plants  

 Percentage of assets that provide for high standards regarding environmentally safe operation of 
plants (e.g. air emissions, disposal of residues). 

 Percentage of assets that apply cogeneration technology. 

3. Safety aspects of waste to energy plants  

 Percentage of assets that provide for high safety standards (e.g. regarding fire, explosions).   

4. Community dialogue 

 Percentage of assets that feature community dialogue as an integral part of the planning process 
and construction phase (e.g. sound information of communities, community advisory panels and 
committees, surveys and dialogue platforms, grievance mechanisms and compensation schemes). 

5. Working conditions during construction and operation 
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 Percentage of  assets that provide for high labour and health and safety standards for construction 
and operation work (e.g. ILO core conventions) 

Controversy Assessment 

Assessment of controversial assets (e.g. labour rights violations, insufficient community dialogue).  
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